
Tues 28th  - Art After School
Club - Year 4, Year 5, Year 6

Tues 28th - Abs Football After
School Club - Years 1-6

Thurs 30th - Tennis After
School Club - Years 1-4

Fri 1st May -  Gymnastics After
School Club - Years 1-6

ATTENDANCE SPOTLIGHT: 

Mon 27th - Skateboarding
After School Club - Years 1-6

Wed 29th - Coding After
School Club - Years 2-6

Fri 1st May - Anxiety Workshop
for parents at 9am - Phiz Lab

Tues 28th - Forest School After
School Club - Years R-6

Sun 3rd May -  Family Mass at
St Joseph’s Church at 9am

Mon 4th May  -  Bank holiday

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This week (in Celebration of the Word) we listened to last Sunday’s
Gospel reading about the disciples meeting Jesus after his resurrection
on the road to Emmaus. 
The disciples are in pain and despair at the death of Jesus despite
hearing the rumours about the women finding an empty tomb.
Even though they had met Jesus while he was alive and seen him die they
do not recognise him walking beside them. 
I shared a poem called ‘footprints in the sand’ 
by Mary Stevenson with the children. In it the 
poet is dreaming that she is walking along a beach 
with Jesus. In the dream she sees images from her life and notices that
in each scene there are two sets of footprints in the sand yet, during the
most difficult times in her life there is only one. She asks Jesus why,
when he had promised to walk alongside her if she followed him, that he
abandoned her when she needed him most. 

See if your children can
remember what Jesus 
replies and what this means. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Mr Doherty
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Remember: Every Day Counts!

This week’s attendance

Target attendance

97%

We are all God's children and will live, love, work and serve as Jesus taught us.

DIARY DATES

This year’s attendance to
date:

94.7%

Thurs 30th - Netball
Tournament at Twynham Y5/6
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We currently have spaces in our Duclkings class (Reception) for a start in
September. 

Please share this with anyone you know who may be interested. 

To arrange a visit to the school please email the school office  school office on   or
phoning on: aph text

admin@stjosephs.dorset.sch.uk

Tours available 
Please call to arrange a

tour with our Headteacher,
Mr Doherty.

SCHOOL LIFE

We are all God's children and will live, love, work and serve as Jesus taught us.

ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC 
PRIMARY SCHOOL

SEPTEMBER RECEPTION
PLACES AVAILABLE

Please contact the school office
01202 485976 

Or email
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SCHOOL LIFECATHOLIC LIFE

We are all God's children and will live, love, work and serve as Jesus taught us.

Thank you to all of our parents/carers and
family members who came to our start of
term Mass this week in school. Once again the
children sang beautifully and I was so
impressed at our Year 4 readers who spoke
clearly and confidently. Thank you Father Paul
for leading us in prayer. 

Start of term school Mass

May Procession

May is the month dedicated to Mary the
mother of Jesus. In her honour the children
will be taking part in a May Procession and
open air service on 19  May at 2pm. Parents/
Carers and families are welcome to attend.  

th

Our current Year 4 children, who made their
First Holy Communion last year are welcome to
wear their Holy Communion outfits from last
year on the day. 
They will be able 
to change into them 
at lunchtime. We will 
be choosing two of 
these children to 
crown Mary at the                                       
service. 

Writing titan!

Ava has really impressed Year 6 staff this week
with her writing. In class, Year 6 have been
focusing on moving on the action through the
dialogue that they write. Ava wrote a brilliant
piece about a father putting his young daughter
on a lifeboat on Titanic. What struck us the
most was Ava's empathy that came through in
her writing. Well done Ava! Miss Thomas and the
Year 6 staff. 
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SCHOOL LIFE

We are all God's children and will live, love, work and serve as Jesus taught us.

Sports for all Day and Sports DayAttendance

Well done to Year 1 who are this week’s
attendance winners two weeks in a row, with  
98.15% attendance! Well done Year 1! Whole
school attendance was 95.1%.

Sports Day will be on Tuesday 16  June this
year. Friday 19  June will be Sports for all
Day when the children will get to try
different sports in school.  These dates are
in the termly calendar at the back of the
newsletter. 

th

th

Well done Maggie and Aoife!

Well done to Maggie and Aoife in Year 5 who
will be performing in Coppelia at the Layard
Theatre in May. Isn’t it wonderful to see
where practice and resilience can get you? I
reminded the children this week that when we
practice hard to make the most of our talents
given to us by God, this is another way in
which we are caring for a very special part of
God’s creation - us. 

Super swimmers
Well done to Maggie and Shanice who came
back from their recent Level 3 swim meet
with lots of medals. Maggie won 2 golds in the
50m breaststroke and the 50 backstroke. She
also swam a personal best time. Shanice won
silver in the 100m backstroke and bronze in
the 200m breaststroke. Well done girls!  
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PRAYER LIFE

We are all God's children and will live, love, work and serve as Jesus taught us.

Year 6 meditation
As part of their RE learning, Year 6 have been looking at all the times that Jesus appeared

to his disciples after his resurrection. They wrote guided meditations for The Road to
Emmaus (which was Sunday's Gospel) and they used these as part of a celebration of the
word that they put together themselves. They then delivered these to small groups of

children from Year 3. Well done Year 6. Miss Thomas
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St Joseph’s Day Service

CATHOLIC LIFE

We are all God's children and will live, love, work and serve as Jesus taught us.

SCHOOL LIFE

Let your light shine awards

Well done to all of our children who received
‘let your light shine’ awards this week. Each of
the children has lived out one of the school’s
core values including honsesty, resilience and
curiosity. Well done children!

Well done to Keaton who was awarded a Let
your Light Shine award last week for writing a
sentence independently. Independence is one
of our core values. Well done Keaton! This
approach to work will take you far in life. 

Well done to Year 3, who received their  
whole class reward (a trip to Waterman’s
Park) for getting 25 'Stars in a jar'. Mrs
Whyte tells me this was a result of your
excellent behaviour, attitude to the school
community and respect for each other. It is
so lovely to hear this children. Keep it up!

Year 3 reward time

E-Safety
A reminder that our monthly e-safety parent
newsletters are on our website, with useful
advice on keeping children safe online. Please
see the newsletters here: E-Safety Parent
Newsletter

https://www.stjosephs.dorset.sch.uk/e-safety-1
https://www.stjosephs.dorset.sch.uk/e-safety-1
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Save the date!

CATHOLIC LIFE

We are all God's children and will live, love, work and serve as Jesus taught us.

Children’s Liturgy at St Joseph’s
Children’s Liturgy is a time during Sunday Mass
where children are invited to explore the
Gospel in a way that is joyful, simple, and
tailored just for them and take part in craft
activities relating to lessons they have learned
from the Gospel.
The sessions are held at Joseph’s Parish
Church, Purewell during Sunday’s 9am mass. 
They are held during term time except the 1st
Sunday of the month as this is Family Mass.
This half- term:
Children’s Liturgy will be held: 19th

April,26th April, 10th May and 17th of

May.

Family mass: 3rd May and 7th of June.

We hope you can join us there.

Sunday 3  May is family Mass at St Joseph’s,
Purewell. It would be lovely to see as many of
our families there as possible. Looking forward
to seeing you on Sunday 3rd at 9am. 

rd

Year 3,4,5,6 Mass at St Joseph’s
Year 3,4,5 and 6 will be joining the Parishioners
at the 10am Mass on Wednesday 17  June.
We will be leaving school at approximately
9.15am. Parents/ carers and families are
welcome to join us. 

th

Care of creation in Ducklings

Ducklings class were very excited this week as
they have been observing their caterpillars
growing. We are hoping that in 6 weeks’ time we
will have some beautiful butterflies. Learning
about butterflies and observing their incredible
life cycle is a wonderful way to teach our
children to appreciate the wonder of God’s
creation and the importance of looking after it.
I really loved the paper chain caterpillars
Ducklings!
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Well done to Robert who was sent to see me
with his independent writing. I was so impresed
at the improvement in your handwriting too
Robert. Well done!

SCHOOL LIFE

We are all God's children and will live, love, work and serve as Jesus taught us.

Star writers
Well done to Elijah, George and Isla E. in
Ducklings for their incredible writing last
week. All 3 children wrote their first
independent sentence with a capital letter,
fullstop, finger spaces and super handwriting.
Well done children! An amazing achievement. 

Star writers

This week Year 3 have been learning how to
punctuate sentences that start with a fronted
adverbial. This is helping  them  prepare for
writing a recount after their Egyptian
workshop in May.  I must say that I was very
impressed with your work Year 3. I am looking
forward to reading your Egyptian Day
recounts!

Star writers
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PRAYER LIFE

We are all God's children and will live, love, work and serve as Jesus taught us.

Please find below the prayer of the month for April. This is a prayer that the children will be
learning in school. The prayer for the month is the prayer to St George whose feast day is
23rd April. Please say this prayer with your children and encourage them to learn it by heart
if they can. 



SCHOOL LIFE



SCHOOL LIFE



EVENT   DATE

Netball Development Tournament Y5&6 Thursday 30  April, 3.30pmth

Supporting Your Child with Worries Workshop Friday 1  May, 9amst

Family Mass at St Joseph’s Church Sunday 3  May, 9amrd

Dr Bike - bring your bike along for a health check Wednesday 6th May

Y5 Residential to Leeson House Wednesday 6  - Friday 8  Mayth th

Year 6 SATs week Monday 11  - Thursday 14  Mayth th

Egypt Workshop for Year 3 Wednesday 13  Mayth

PTA Crazy hair day Friday 15  Mayth

Year 2 Creature Teachers Workshop Monday 18  Mayth

May Procession Service in school Tuesday 19  May at 2pmth

Ducklings class trip to Nick’s Farm Wednesday 20  Mayth

Look Who’s Talking week Monday 1  June - Friday 5  Junest th

PTA Film Night Thursday 4  Juneth

Year 2 Trip to Stanpit Marsh Friday 5  Juneth

School led Mass at St Joseph’s Church Sunday 7  June at 9amth

Year 6 Avon Tyrrell Residential trip Monday 8  - Friday 12  Juneth th

Welcome Liturgy for September starters Wednesday 10  June, 6pmth

Stay and Play sessions for September starters Friday 12  Juneth

Multiplication Tables Check Starting from Monday 1  Junest

Sports Day Tuesday 16  Juneth

Years 3,4,5,6 at 10am Parish Mass at St Joseph’s Church Wednesday 17  Juneth

Sports for all Day Friday 19  Juneth

PTA Colour Run Friday 19  Juneth

1  Holy Communion Mass at St Joseph’sst Sunday 21  Junest

Year 1 class trip to Beaulieu Friday 26  Juneth

Feast of St Peter and Paul Monday 29  Juneth

PTA Summer Fayre - Own clothes day Friday 3  Julyrd

Year 4 trip to Winchester Science Museum Wednesday 8  Julyth

Year 6 Leavers play Thursday 9  July at 2pm and 6pmth

End of year reports sent home Friday 10  Julyth

Year 6 Leavers Mass in school at 9.15am Wednesday 15  Julyth

Rocksteady Concert
 

Thursday 16  July, 9.45amth

Year 6 Leavers assembly Thursday 2pm in school hall

Last day of Summer term Friday 17  July - 1.30pm finishth

Important Dates for your diary 
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PTA NEWS

We are all God's children and will live, love, work and serve as Jesus taught us.

Our next collection day 
We are raising money for our school by collecting

reusable clothing.
Our next collection dates are: 

8  May 2026th

14  September 2026th

PTA 
COLOUR 

RUN
19th JUNE 2pm

Easyfundraising
Did you know that you can raise
funds for our school everytime
you shop online? Every time
you shop online you raise
donations for our school! We
have already raised £1,869.14
with 101 supporters. If you
haven’t already signed up it’s
easy to join - please join below:
Easyfundraising

Pre-loved uniform
Just a reminder that we have
our very own second hand
uniform shop on the Uniformd
platform where we sell good
quality pre-owned uniform. All
funds raised going directly back
to the school. To view our
catalogue of clothes and to
purchase, please visit the
Uniformd shop here: Uniformd

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_16642270&origin=WO295&user_id=2573233
https://app.uniformd.co.uk/items/st-josephs-catholic-primary-school-dorset


Writing workshops

Community

Happening this weekend, families are invited to
enjoy free children’s activities and workshops led
by experienced writing professionals on
Saturday 25th April at Patch, located on the first
floor of Bobby's Department Store.
Featuring Artful Scribe and The Story Works,
there will be free drop‑in sessions throughout
the day, all designed to get children’s creative
brains whirring and inspire them to write.
In addition, there are four ticketed workshops
available. These cost £10 per child, with no
charge for accompanying adults.
There will also be a Poetry Marquee on
Horseshoe Common, offering free, child friendly
drop in sessions and poetry performances
running all weekend.
Further details can be found here. 

https://www.bournemouthwritingfestival.co.uk/children-schools-teenagers-young-people
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